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@ PHILIPPIANS 2:1-8 THURSDAY l FEBRUARY:1

[fesus] made himself nothing by taking
the very nature of a servant. | PHILIPPIANS 2:7 |

ALL-STAR HUMILITY

a fter a game, a college basketball star stayed behind to help

workers throw out empty cups and food wrappers. When a

fan posted a video of him in action, more than eighty thou-
sand people viewed it. One person commented, “[The young man]
is one of the most humble guys you will ever meet in your life.” It
would’ve been easier for the basketball player to leave with his
teammates and celebrate his role in the team’s victory. Instead, he
volunteered for a thankless job.

The ultimate spirit of humility is seen in Jesus, who left His
high position in heaven to take the role of a servant on earth
(PHILIPPIANS 2:7). Jesus didn’t have to do it, but He willingly humbled
Himself. His ministry on earth included teaching, healing, and loving
all people—and dying and rising to save them.

Although Christ’s example can inspire us to sweep a floor, pick
up a hammer, or dish up food, it may be most powerful when it
finds its way into our attitude toward others. True humility is an
inner quality that not only changes our actions but also changes
what’s important to us. It motivates us to “value others above
[ourselves]” (v. 3).

Author and preacher Andrew Murray said, “Humility is the
bloom and the beauty of holiness.” May our lives reflect this beauty
as, through the power of His Spirit, we reflect the heart of Christ
(VV. 2~-5). JENNIFER BENSON SCHULDT

How has Jesus’ humiiity affected you? In what areas
are you tempted to be prideful?

Dear Jesus, thank You for humbling Yourself for me.
Help me to follow Your example of valuing others’ needs
above my own.

BIBLE INAYEAR [ EXODUS 27-28; MATTHEW 21:1-22
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Salvation’s New I-fope

a fter Joe was arrested and booked into jail, he felt'that his life

was over. His guilt was so heavy, he wanted to find a way
toend it all.

+ Days earlier, Joe had been driving while intoxicated when he
caused an accident that killed a teenage girl. As he sat in jail, he
was overcome with the immensity of the tragedy he'd caused.

While awaiting trial, Joe decided to give life another
chance. He checked into a facility to get help with his drinking
problem. What he discovered there redirected his life—he heard
the gospel and he received Jesus as his Savior. The realities of
reconciliation and forgiveness offered in a relationship with
Christ gave him new hope.

When his trial came, Joe was found guilty of causing the
teen’s death and sentenced to twelve years in prison. During his
incarceration, he did what he could to serve his fellow prisoners
and shared the good news of Jesus’ love and forgiveness with
them. When he was finally set free, he asked to meet with his
victim’s family. He was astounded when her father, mother, and
brother—all sensing that he was a changed man——forgave him
for taking the life of their loved one.

Consider the depth of change that happens when we seek
Jesus’ forgiveness: “The old has gone, the new is here!” Paul
proclaimed in 2 Corinthians 5:17. In that new life, we enjoy the
power of being reconciled with God (V. 18), which can transform
the mess of our life into a promise of hope (v. 19). We can then
spread the message of reconciliation to others (v. 20).

Old fears and heavy burdens give way to new hope when
we accept the forgiveness and reconciliation Jesus freely offers!

Dave Branon, Our Daily Bread author

What does it mean to be saved in Jesus? This month, we

explored the wondrous nature of our salvation—redemption,
Jjustification, reconciliation. The topic was addressed in the above .
feature article and the devotions for January 1, 8, 22, and 31.
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